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It follows closely the plan of the original work, treating the 
topics above indicated, but the subject matter has been 
materially condensed, and the notes now include the important 
recent decisions. In this day of new editions of standard 
works brought down to date by inexperienced editors, it is 
particularly gratifying to meet with a volume, such as this, 
where the author himself has revised his own work, and has 
himself changed and amplified the notes so as to present 
satisfactorily modern authority. To the practicing lawyer 
particularly, who frequently finds the value of a law treatise 
in its reference to cases, notes prepared by an author of 
established scholarship are especially welcome. 

As a text-book for law students Schouler's work long ago 
won a place. The present volume, in view of its condensed 
treatment, is well adapted for this purpose. The author's 
experience as a teacher of law has no doubt made him 
unusually successful in preparing a book possessing this 
merit. 



Studies in American Elementary Law. By John C. 

Townes, LL.D., Professor of Law, University of Texas; 

Author of "Townes on Texas Pleading." Austin, Texas: 

Published by the Author, 1903. Pp. 490. 

In this book Professor Townes has applied the deductive 
method, and starting from certain principles has elaborated 
a very satisfactory treatise on the general rules of the law. 
We are accustomed to publications designed to instruct the 
layman in regard to legal principles as applied to the ordinary 
happenings of life. We have not been inclined to look upon 
publications of this sort with any special degree of favor. 
The present volume, however, is in no sense of this nature, 
but is designed to give to the student intending to enter the 
profession of law a broad survey of the subject which will 
enable him intelligently to pursue more thorough studies. 
To the man not intending to adopt the law as a calling, it 
will give an insight into its principles which will be valuable 
to him from the point of view of culture, but there is no 
pretense of assisting to solve his own legal difficulties. 

As a preliminary study for the prospective lawyer, the 
book is particularly well adapted. The style is clear and 
lucid, and covers the ground with remarkable completeness, 
considering the comparative brevity of the book. The sub- 
ject matter has been greatly condensed; so much so, that 
to the beginner there will probably be needed the guiding 
hand of a teacher. But, both in the classroom, at the proper 
stage of preparation, and in the office, where the law student 
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may be deprived of the advantage of the training of the 
professional school, the book will find a valuable use. It is 
laudably free from unnecessary incursions into matters of 
legal history, which, while necessary at the proper time, 
have no place in a book of this sort. 

After an introduction in which certain general principles 
are laid down dogmatically, the author divides his subject 
into four parts, considering, first, political power and the 
organization of government; second, the Federal and State 
governments and their relations to each other; third, rules 
regulating the conduct of individuals; and fourth, procedure. 
The third part naturally constitutes the bulk of the volume. 
The various sub-divisions are logical and satisfactory and 
evince the result of practical experience. 

For the purposes which the author has in mind the book 
is admirably adapted and will, no doubt, not only lighten 
the labors of law students, but enable them to pursue their 
studies with more thorough understanding and more fruitful 
results. 



International Law with Illustrative Cases. By Edwin 
Maxey, M.Dip., D.C.L., L.L.D., Professor of Constitutional 
and International Law, Law Department, West Virginia 
University. St. Louis: The F. H. Thomas Law Book 
Co. 1906. Pp. xxii., 797. 

The study of international law is not only a study of 
extreme interest but is also one which is of great value both 
to the lawyer and to the student at law, and, by reason of its 
subject matter, to those as well who are not members of the 
legal profession. Many excellent treatises have been written 
on the subject of international law, and to this number Mr. 
Maxey 's "International Law" makes a valuable addition. 

The purpose of the author, as he has stated in his preface , 
has been to produce a book which conforms to the needs of 
the class-room, and in this he has admirably succeeded; but 
he has at the same time given to the public a work the value 
of which can well be appreciated by the practitioner and 
the general reader. 

In treating his subject Mr. Maxey has realized the import- 
ance of ready access to leading cases as essential to every 
successful course of legal study, and he has combined with 
his text a number of important American and English 
decisions, placing them directly following the statements of 
law which they are intended to illustrate. 

The subject matter of the book the author has divided 
into six parts, the first one of which deals with the historical 



